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imaginations* they learnedly appeal to the micro-
scope, and talk about the discovery of protoplasm,
which is "germinal matter/' "a corpuscule of
mucus without component parts," and is alike the
basis of life in the Moncra, which are " primaeval
creatures of the simplest kind conceivable, pro-
duced by spontaneous generation," according to
PROF. HAECKEL (" History of Creation," vol. ii.,
p. 41), and in Man as well, thence developed, ac-
cording to Darwin's " Theory of Descent." But
the Bible informs us that " the life is in the blood,"
and the microscope yields us evidence as con-
clusive, at least, as that claimed for its existence
in a bit of mucus. Upon such imbecility, clothed
with the garments of learning, do these ingenious
gentlemen venture to impose upon the common-
sense of mankind.

The truth is, life, like many other things, eludes
all definition. We only know that it is an organ-
izing principle, of which there are three forms, dif-
fering in manifestation. These forms arc vegeta-
ble life, known by growth; animal life, known by
locomotion; and spiritual life, known by rational-
ity, consciousness, and moral feeling. We know of
no other form except a combination of these in

* Prof. Huxley says in his speech at Nashville, " I know it is
thought very often that men of science are in the habit of draw-
ing largely from their imaginations, but it is really not so." We
beg pardon for differing with him on this point, and in proof of
our being right we point to Prof. Haeckcl's " Spontaneous Gen-
cration," as we might in many instances to Darwin, Spencer, and
Huxley himself in Ins absurdity about " Bathybius," which he
has now given up as too heavy a draught upon Ins own imagina
tion.